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A look at the numbers. . .

The richest 1% of Americans 
own as much wealth as all of 
those in the bottom 90%.

RICHEST 1% BOTTOM 90%

Only one-half of work-ready 
US adults have full time jobs.

Number of new jobs in renewable power
generation, building retrofitting and renewable
transportation fuels that will be generated by 2018.

1.7 million

30 million
Number of permanent, full-time jobs that 
would be created over the 15–20 years by 
eliminating payroll taxes.

$100 spent at a non–locally owned business:

Worker 
Average 
Salary 

10x
Amount that the top corporate CEOs in 
Japan earn compared to the average worker.

170
Number of full-time employees (with benefits) 
an  American company could hire if the average 
top corporate CEO earned only 10 times the 
salary of the average employee.

CEO Average salary 

$100 spent at a locally owned business:

$33
stays
local

$78
stays
local

In a city with a 
population of about 
770,000 people, 
shifting just 

10% 
of spending to locally
owned businesses 
would create: 

new jobs

in new wages

1,600

$50 million

$137 million
in new economic activity

200x
Amount that the top corporate CEOs in the 
US earn compared to the average worker.

= 
Worker 
Average 
Salary x 200 

$980 billion: Bush Administration tax cuts for the 
wealthiest 5% of households in America 
between 2001 and 2010. 

See fact sources in notes section starting at page 416
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1. ‘Richest 1%’  Working Group on Extreme Inequality, http://extremeinequality.org/?page_id=8, accessed August 30, 2010.
2. ‘$980 billion tax cuts’  United for a Fair Economy, “Take Action to End the Bush Tax Cuts,” http://www.faireconomy.org/enews/bush_tax_cuts_action_letter_to_editor, accessed July 6, 2011.
3. ‘One-half of work-ready adults’ www.businessinsider.com/real-employment-rate-47-percent-2011-1, accessed August 8, 2011.
4. ‘1.7 million’  US Mayors’ Conference, www.usmayors.org/pressreleases/uploads/GreenJobsReport.pdf, accessed January 26, 2011.
5. ‘30 million’  see Bill Drayton, Switching Taxes to Get America Working, p. 116
6. ‘Locally owned businesses’  Local First Arizona, www.localfirstaz.com/studies/index.php, accessed March 4, 2011.
7 ‘Population of 770,000’  Local First Grand Rapids, http://www.localfirstaz.com/studies/local-works/index.php, accessed July 1, 2011 (if we want to go with U.S. population, then note would read: “Based on a study of a population of 770,000, …”.


