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Dream of a Nation
Critiquing a Unit Plan 
1. Choose a lesson plan out of the Dream of a Nation Common Core lessons. 

2. Using your knowledge of the necessary components of lesson plans please indicate what elements are the strongest in this plan, what elements could be adapted to create a more individualized lesson plan and which elements you would eliminate from this plan.
3. Do you think the time frame is reasonable in this plan? Why or why not? What time constraints would a working teacher have to take into consideration in implementing a multi-week unit plan?

4. These plans do not differentiate. Modify the plan for: ELL, ADD, Accelerated and below grade level students. 

5. List any potential barriers to implementation and how you could overcome them in a classroom setting (access to technology, time, access to materials, etc.). 

6. Create you own extension activity for one of these plans. 
The Question of Methodology 
1. Read the article, “Educating for a Critical Democracy: Civic Participation Reimagined in the Council of Youth Research” in volume 21 of Democracy and Education, by Nicole Mirra, Ernest D. Morrell, Ebony Cain, D'Artagnan Scorza, and Arlene Ford.
2. How can pedagogy either encourage or discourage students’ desire for critical thinking and engagement?
3. As a teacher what methods do you feel comfortable using in the classroom setting and which methods challenge you?
4. How can crafting an engaged, differentiated and student-empowering unit plan help to alleviate some of the teacher led, didactic methodology which encumbers civic participation and critical democracy?
Brainstorming
1. What other methodologies could serve as a basis for unit plans which encourage democratic and critical thinking in the classroom?  

2. Write a short justification or refutation for including the following practices in classroom pedagogy:
-Literature or Inquiry Circles

-Debates

-Essay Writing

-Whole class reads

-Worksheets

-PowerPoint and note taking

-Student-led class discussions

-Student presentations

-Writers’ Workshop

Questions for Further Thought
5. Under what circumstances would it be beneficial for students to receive a lecture?
6. Why is it difficult for teachers to use democratic methodology in their classrooms? What are the potential administrative or institutional barriers to implementing a democratic classroom?
