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9-12 Benchmark 3-D: understand how to exercise rights and 
responsibilities as citizens by participating in civic life and 
using skills that include interacting, monitoring and influencing:  
1. Describe and analyze the influence of the non-elected (e.g., staff, 
lobbyists, interest groups); 
2. Analyze the rights and obligations of citizens in the United States, to 
include: connections between self-interest, the common good and the 
essential element of civic virtue, as described in the federalist papers, 
Numbers 5 and 49; obeying the law, serving on juries, paying taxes, voting, 
registering for selective service and military service.; 
3. Demonstrate the skills needed to participate in government at all levels, 
including: analyze public issues and the political system; evaluate candidates 
and their positions; debate current issues; 
4. Analyze factors that influence the formation of public opinion (e.g., 
media, print, advertising, news broadcasts, magazines, radio); and 
5. Evaluate standards, conflicts and issues related to universal human rights 
and their impact on public policy. 
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